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ireﬁghters
hold ocean drill

Specially trained
firefighters dropped from
a helicopter and sped
across the water on jet
skis on their way to
rescue nearly 50
‘victims” of a simulated
downed aircraft near the
Goleta Pier yesterday
morning.

Brett Favre
quits at 38

Grean Bay Packers
quarterback Brett Favre
has retired after 17
record-breaking
seasons, saying the
stress of living up to his
high standards had
become too much.

Clinton, McCain
take Ohio

John McCain clinched
the Republican
presidential nomination
yesterday and Democrat
Hillary Clinton won a
crucial showdown with
rival Barack Obama in
Ohio to breathe new life
into her campaign and
prolong the Democratic
race.
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Girls Inc. Executive Director Monica Spear welcomes guests to the new Goleta Valley Center facility on Hollister Avenue
at last night's Grand Opening.

Girls Inc. unveils new
20k square-foot facility

BY COLBY FRAZIER

DAILY SOUND STAFF WRITER

‘With a dance studio, full-sized
gymnasium, theater and library,
one could easily mistake the new
20,000-square-foot  Girls Inc.
Goleta Valley Center as a spruced
up public school.

But it’s not. It's an after-school
school, where 300 girls from
more than 20 public and private
schools will scon be going to
study, play basketball or just hang
out.

And according to Monica
Spear, executive director of Girls
Inc. of Greater Santa Barbara,
too many girls have waited too
long for the extra space, which
has been eight vears in the mak-
ing.
“My heart just soars that we're

See FACILITY, page 7

The newly-opered
20.000-square-bot
Girls Inc. facility on
Hollister Avenue in
Coleta boasts a
dance studio, ful-
sized gymnasium,
theater and librery.
Daily Sound phefo
by Janelle
Holcombe.
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condo
project

BY ERIC LINDBERG
DAILY SOUND STAFF WRITER

After a grueling four-hour public hearing
vesterday afternoon, the Santa Baibara City
Council unanimously decided to give prelimi-
nary approval to a condo project on Chapala
Street, overturning a Historic Landmarks
Commission denial many viewed as inappropri-
ately timed.

In their deliberations, city leaders ranscend-
ed the merits of the project up for discussion to
examine fundamental issues raised about the
city's planning and review process. Several lev-
eled tempered criticism at the HLC for straying
away from that process.

“I really do think that we’re in this position
because, out of good intentions, the HLC took
an action that I find inappropriate,”
Councilmember Iyva Falcone said. “...1 do not
like it. I do not like it at all, being in this posi-
tion.”

The development in question is a three-story,
mixed-use condo project at 517 Chapila St. that
started working through the city’s planning
process in 2005. Plans call for six esidential

See PROJECT, page 15

102 unit
Goleta project
moves ahead

BY COLBY FRAZIER
DAILY SOUND STAFF WRITER

The Goleta City Council moved one step
closer 1ast night 1o giving a green Mgt 1o a 102-
unit development called Haskell’s Landing
when they initiated a number of Geaeral Plan
amendments requested by the developer.

According to a city staff report, the applicant
has requested 13 amendments to the city’s
General Plan, which range from changes to
land use, conservation, visual and historic
resources, transportation, public facilities, noise
and housing elements.

“The proposed initiation reques includes
significant changes to the city’s adopted
General Plan...” the staff report, which was
prepared by Steve Chase. the city’s director of

See HOUSING, page 6
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