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opening this,” Spear said last night dur-
ing the center’s grand opening. “For so
long they’ve waited.

“It’s a home away from home.”

The new facility, located at 4973
Hollister Ave.. joins an existing Girls
Inc. center at 531 E. Ortega St., which
serves about 200 girls between the ages
of four-and-a-half to 18,

Spear said the girls participate in an
array of activitics, from sports to regi-
mented educational curriculum.

She said the girls are picked up each
day from their respective schools and
driven to the facility, where they remain
until their parents arrive.

Though there has long been a waiting
list to enroll in Girls Inc., Spear said the
new center will accommodate a number
of those girls.

Spear said no one is turned away for
lack of funds and scholarships are avail-
able.

Jesse Crete, assistant development
director for Girls Inc., said full price is
$90 per week.

According to statistics Spear provid-
ed, 56 percent ol ihe local gils emolled
in Girls Inc. come from families that
have an annual income of $25,000 or
less, while 47 percent come from single
parent houscholds,

The largest group of girls, 55 percent,
range from ages four-and-a-half to eight;
36 percent are nine to 11 years old and 9
percent are 12 to 18 years old. About 67
percent belong to an ethnic minority
group.

The center also offers programs dur-
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Programs sit on a desk at last nights Grand Opening for the newly-opened Girs Inc. Goleta
Valley Center on Hollister Avenue.

ing the summer, when the facility is open
from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Crete said the gymnasium, dance stu-
dio and other facilities at the center will
eventually be made available for other
local groups to rent.

“People are biting at the bit to get in
and we're excited to share it,” Crele said.

Spear said 688 people donated
amounts large and small for the construc-
tion costs, which totaled about $10 mil-
lion, but there are still opportunities o
sponsor individual rooms in the center.

Nancy Failing, the capital campaign

charwoman for Girls Inc., said the per-
son who sponsored the library gave
enough to hire a full-time librarian for
one year.

‘It's pretty spectacular,” Failing said,
pointing to walls lined with books and
tables stocked with new computers.

Crete said an open house was held on
Moaday for the girls and, seeing their
smiles made all of the waiting and hard
woik pay off.

“They were so excited. It just makes il
all worth it,” she said. “The voices of the
girls really helped fill the building.”

Hutﬁusuits in2008!

ALWAYS BUYING!

OLD AMERICAN INDIAN ITEMS
(Baskets, Rugs, Beadwork, Pottery, Jewelry, Etc.)

OLD OIL PAINTINGS
(American, European, Latin & Califorria)

OLD GOLD, SILVER, WATCHES &

COSTUME JEWELRY
(Foreign & American Coins & Currency, Flatware & Objects)

Jim Vitanza

@
PEREGRINE GALLERIES INC.
Phone: 963-3134  Cell: 218-7407

Stephen Wheeler

Certified Public Accountant

Senvices offered:
= Preparation of Individual, Corporate, LLC,
Partnership, Trust and Estate tax returns
»Income Tax Planning & Business Consultation
«Investment Portfolio Analysis
*Real Estate Finance

735 State St., Suite 534
(B05)963-3368 steve@sblaxcpa.con
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THAT SAVES YOU MORE

Locally Owned and Operated

Goleta
5757 Hollister Ave.

Santa Barbara
324 W. Montecito St.
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